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Dear Neighbor,  

 

…. Because families can’t fight cancer alone, the Breathing Room is here!  

 

“The whole experience was so surreal” Maddie’s mom, Christine, recalled. “One night Maddie seemed  

perfectly fine, and was out roller-skating with her sisters – the next night we are at CHOP being told that  

Maddie has ALL (Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia.)”  

 

Madeline Swenson had just started another school year with her sisters Abby and Isabelle, and she was 

excited about her new teacher and all that 2nd grade had in store for her.  Then, on September 23rd,    

Maddie woke up and her belly was distended.  While she was at the pediatrician they insisted she go directly to the emergency room.  In the ER at Abing-

ton Hospital, they were informed that Maddie’s liver and spleen were three times the normal size, and they were arranging for them to be transported to 

CHOP.  In that moment, Christine’s whole world started   spinning. She still wasn’t sure what was wrong, but she knew it was something serious.   

 

After Maddie was diagnosed with ALL, the Swensons embarked on a 2 ½ year journey to get Maddie well again.  The 

family joined local cancer support groups, where they learned about the Breathing Room Foundation and all that it has 

to offer.  The Breathing Room understands that cancer does not just affect the one diagnosed, so BRF adopted the en-

tire Swenson family for a full year.  “We were blessed to have the Breathing Room Foundation help support our entire 

family. They showed us a great deal of love and provided our family with extremely thoughtful, very helpful, practical 

support that allowed us to focus on taking care of Maddie.” Christine reflected "The Breathing Room       Foundation did 

a beautiful job of taking care of our family by providing our daughters with all of their school supplies, personalized to 

their interests. We were given a turkey dinner with all the trimmings to enjoy for Thanksgiving, as well as a beautiful 

Christmas, complete with wrapped gifts under the Christmas tree. I was so touched by the extreme  generosity and 

loved being just as surprised as the girls to see what Santa brought that year. The Breathing Room also provided our 

family with support throughout the year with food and encouraging notes to read while receiving treatment.  I remem-

ber a volunteer delivering a trunk load of easy meals and snacks for our family.  It was so helpful to have snacks availa-

ble to bring to the    hospital on Maddie's long treatment days.”  It is the Breathing Room’s mission to provide support 

for an entire year; personalized to every family’s needs to allow them “breathing room” to focus on beating cancer.   

 

 

 

 

You can help families like Maddie’s  

by alleviating the struggles they face while fighting cancer. 
 

Today, Maddie is cancer free and is enjoying being a kid again.  Maddie will still need to be monitored and screened monthly, but she officially finished 

treatment in November, right before her 10th birthday.  Maddie’s family still feels the love and support the Breathing Room provided for them. The girls 

reminisce on all the times our volunteers came and surprised them with goodies, and they still love to pull out all of the encouraging cards the Breathing 

Room sent them during their journey and read them aloud.  

 

It is so rewarding to hear stories like Maddie’s and how much of an impact the Breathing Room had 

on her journey to recovery.  Just last year, the Breathing Room sponsored over 900 families and, 

unfortunately, the need continues to grow.  I hope you will join us in our efforts to support local 

families affected by cancer.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Mary Ellen Fitzgerald 

Executive Director 

 

P.S. To learn about all of the family programs 

the Breathing Room offers to families affect-

ed by cancer click here.  

“Maddie has led us 

through this journey with 

grace, strength, bravery 

and courage. Along the 

way, our family has been 

inspired by the kindness 

of others, like our friends 

at the Breathing Room 

Foundation.” 

Donate Today! 

https://breathingroomfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/childrens-programs.pdf
https://www.classy.org/give/186179/#!/donation/checkout
https://www.classy.org/give/186179/#!/donation/checkout

